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1. Haugh Wood before 1900

1.1 
Some notes on the historical sources

Haugh Wood lies in the parish of Fownhope in Herefordshire with some compartments in the neighbouring parishes of Woolhope to the east and Mordiford to the north.
No pre-Tudor mention of Haugh Wood has been found so far despite Fownhope Manor being the subject of two detailed Inquisition Post Mortems in the 14th century both of which included details of woodland and coppice management on areas about a tenth to the present day extent of the Haugh Wood. This is consistent with the idea that much of the wood was heathland or wood pasture during this time.
What follows is derived from sources mostly available within Herefordshire augmented by Medieval and Tudor material from the National Archives. Especially valuable have been discussions with retired foresters who worked in Haugh Wood and generously gave me their time (and tea). For the picture of management during the 18th century I have relied on the Haugh Wood workbook
 which survives in the Hereford Records Office and covers the period 1702 to 1830’s. 

Haugh Wood’s history as known thus far gives us a reasonable understanding of why it remains one of the most important woodland sites for nature conservation in the region and thereby to allows us to determine what actions are needed for its present day restoration for future generations.

1.2 
Haugh Wood before 1700

At the time of Domesday Fownhope manor was one of the wealthiest in the county. No woodland is mentioned but the entry “from waste lands the lord has 12s 4d” may imply wood pasture or rough grazing land. Woolhope manor which abuts Fownhope to the East was owned by the Canons of Hereford cathedral since before Domesday and its entry in Domesday entry for Woolhope implies about 10 hectares of woodland
. 
In 1234, in response to complaints about travellers being endangered and sometimes killed along “a certain dangerous pass in Roger de Chandos’ wood in Woolhope”, Henry III ordered the sheriff of Hereford to fell the wood on either side of the road 
. This is likely to be the East-West road from Mordiford to Woolhope and may explain the origin of the “Poors Acre Wood”, the coppice strip in Haugh Wood on either side of the Mordiford to Woolhope road now owned by the National Trust. Allowing local people the right to use woodland strips along roads through woodland would have been an effective way of keeping the king’s highway open and safe from ambush. The right to cut wood in Poors Acre by the residents of Fownhope persisted into the 20th century.
At the time of Henry III Fownhope Manor was owned by the de Chandos family
 while Woolhope remained with the Canons so the interpretation of this reference remains unclear.
The earliest reference to Haugh Wood so far found comes from the sale by the Crown of the right to receive regular income from Fownhope Manor under Henry VIII dated 1544
 and detailing the value of its coppice: 

“Haughwood contains 360 acres of underwood worth at 20 years growth 20 shillings the acre, whereof 24 acres are between 15 and 20 years growth valued at 16 shillings the acre, 100 acres between 10 and 15 years growth valued the acre at 13 shillings, 100 acres between 5 and 10 years growth valued at 8 shillings the acre and 24 acres between 1 and 5 years growth valued at 3 shillings the acre.” 

This account leaves 112 acres of Haugh Wood unvalued which is likely to be because they were high forest of reserved timber trees so not available as regular income unlike rotational coppice. This account pertains only to Fownhope so excludes that part of Haugh Wood, some 21 hectares today, in Woolhope known as Rudge Wood on the ridge jutting into Woolhope parish on the rising ground from the dingle that defines the Fownhope - Woolhope parish boundary. In c1576 ‘Haugh Wood’ appears in a description of neighbouring farmland within Woolhope
. 
Fownhope Manor remained the seat of the Chandos family until the death in 1433 of Sir John Chandos’ daughter at which point the Crown granted the Manor (less the Court House and demesne lands) to Sir John Cornwall upon whose death in 1443 it again reverted to the crown. It seems to have remained in crown hands until Elizabeth I granted the Manor of Fownhope to her young favourite the Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex executed for treason in February 1601 the year of Elizabeth’s death. That same year the woods of Fownhope manor, now reverted back to the crown, were leased
 to Sir John Scudamore comprising “the great wood called Haugh Wood containing 626 acres, 2 rods and 6 perches” (254 hectares) as well as “Westwood 47 acres and 32 perches” (part of what is now Fownhope Park woods) and “Capler 20 acres” (woods below Capler camp now in Brockhampton).

Three years after his father’s execution the new king James I restored the Devereux family estates to Robert, now the 3rd earl of Essex. In September of 1639 he continued to lease to Scudamore, William this time, the woods “commonly called Haughwood, Westwood & Caplor situate lying and being in the parishes of Fownhope, Wollhope [and] Mordiford” for 31 years at an annual rent of £160.  The woods are described as 

“….which have been usually cut & felled for the benefit of the said Earl and his ancestors at usual times according to the course of falling thereof together with the herbage & all other profits … containing about 400 acres of woods according to the measure of wood in that place used”
So the lease would continue management of the woods following long established practice. [1 wood acre = 1.62 statute acres, so the woods total about 650 acres].
The lease ensured that a regular coppice cycle was maintained to end of the lease since it specified that Scudamore 
“shall not cut or fall in any one year of the last 20 years  of the said term of one & thirty years above twenty acres of the said coppice woods ….and that all such fallages … shall be always made & felled of such of the said coppice woods as are of oldest growth of the times at the falling thereof & shall not or fell any part of the said woods then standing twice in any one place thereof within the time of the last twenty years aforesaid.”

Standards were required to be left within coppice coupe, the lease stating that Scudamore his servants or assigns: “shall leave standing and growing in & upon such parts of the woods & coppices as he shall fall from time to time, such & so many standards or young trees of 20 years growth at the time of the falling of the woods as hath been there accustomed or as the statute for preservation of woods in that case made.”
The lease also required that charcoal burners hearths be planted after they had finished and that the tenant: “shall yearly plant upon the premises every year … so many oaks in every place where any stubs shall be destroyed for or by reason of the making coal in the winter next following …or as the ground is fit to contain where the coal pitts shall be so made.”

[Robert commanded the Parliamentary forces at the battle of Edge Hill 1642].
Fownhope Manor was acquired by marriage in 1660 by Sir Thomas Thynne of Cause Castle, Shropshire who sold it in 1681 for £1000 to Sir William Gregory, speaker of the House of Commons in the Parliament and Baron of Exchequer under Charles II. The associated deed
 of 29th June 1681 includes the wording “..all the fforest or parcell of wood ground and coppice wood and the soyle thereof called haughwood.” 

1.3
Classic woodmanship 1700 - 1840

Sir William Gregory’s descendant William Cope Gregory (see Hereford Journal below) died without heirs in 1789 leaving Fownhope Manor which included 666 acres of Haugh Wood to John Stackhouse, husband to his niece Susanna Acton.
An important source of past management information is contained in the Haugh Wood workbook
 which spans the period 1702 - 1818. Details are to be found of the quantities of cordwood and bark produced, coppice fall dates, coupe areas and names, workers’ remunerations, capital and wood values together with a survey of the Haugh Wood’s boundaries (1800) which mentions many boundary trees, mostly oaks but also maple, crab, thorn and ‘ashine’ (appendix 2 for full transcript).  The manuscript also includes a map (figure 1) of the wood c1790 showing 22 numbered and named compartments with an average area of 13 hectares (the text indicates that some of these where split into subcompartments). The compartment names include ‘Cat’s Tails’, ‘Mangerdine Fall’ and ‘You Tree Fall’ and are listed with their modern Forestry Commission compartment numbers (Appendix 1). Some of the names are still used by forestry workers today (see accounts of interviews section 5 below).

A run of coppice fall dates from 1790-1826 indicates a coppice cycle of 20 years, valuations of coppice falls at £18/acre for a run of years within this time period allows an estimate of  8 hectares for the average annual coppice fall covering about 133 hectares of the wood. This, however only accounts for about half of Haugh Wood owned by Mr. Stackhouse at that time. The other compartments were either leased to another party so not included in the workbook accounts or were maturing timber trees not worked as coppiced. We know that Rudge End Wood was ‘high forest’ in the late 16th century (see reference 5) and may have remained so with other compartments in the South East side of the wood.  

Between 1726 and 1756 Haugh Wood was producing between 300 and 750 cords a year representing an average annual sustained yield of just over 1000 cubic meters
. If the area of Haugh Wood ‘in cycle’ at this time was the same as the 133 hectares in the 1790’s this represents an overall equivalent yield class of the coppice of 8.5 cubic meters per hectare per year
. This is close to measurements made in 1995 of a surviving block of 20 year old Oak coppice in compartment 4428 which gave an effective coppice yield class of 10.

From 1741 William Stewart was paid £7 per year to “look after the woods and to measure and tell them” while up to 10 fallers were employed earning a 1 shilling a cord which was then sold for 4s a cord. The end use of the wood remains undiscovered but was probably for the charcoal-iron industry, although this was in decline in the Wye Valley from its high point a century earlier. The nearest forges would have been at Carey and Holme Lacy but they had ceased operation a few decades earlier in 1680 when all weirs and races supplying power to trip hammers and bellows along the Wye were dismantled to allow the Wye to be navigable to Hereford
.  Oak would have been the principle coppice species, Ash being occasionally mentioned but the other native coppice species present would have been made perfectly good charcoal as well. Only Oak, however, produces bark with appreciable amounts of tannin and the Oak poles were stripped of their bark before stacking into cords. The tanning industry at this time used prodigious quantities of Oak bark and it was a remunerative product of coppice woodland..

In 1747, 67½ tons of bark was sold out of Haugh Wood at £1-5s per ton, just over 6 times the value of cordwood weight for weight bringing the yearly income from the bark to over a half that from the cordwood. Most bark from Haugh wood was sold to merchants and ended up at Chepstow, the centre of the regions’ tan bark market supplying the leather trades and dye industries. There was also a thriving local trade with tanners like Francis Havard of Fownhope regularly buying a few tons of bark from Haugh Wood.

It was also the practice to sell about 12 acres of standing coppice each year in Haugh Wood in small lots to the public at large, the proceeds paying the tithes due to the Vicar of Fownhope. In 1745, for example, some 53 individuals from Fownhope to Hereford bought areas of coppice ranging from 500 square yards (about 0.1 acre) to 2 acres for which they paid a flat rate of 1 shilling a Lug, a Lug being a measure of woodland area 7 yards square and peculiar to Herefordshire
.  This was about a third the value of the standing coppice of the usual rotation length of 16 to 20 years so it is reasonable to assume that this publicly rented coppice had a rotation length of about 7 years or so and satisfied domestic fuel and other local uses. Bark had sometimes been stripped from this coppice before sale incurring a price reduction of 25%.

Accounts for timber for two compartments indicate a standards density of about 10 per hectare.

Other expenditure recorded included “laying out Bark cords”, “hedging at Kidleys Coppice 3d a perch”
 , “making the ways to carry of the wood from Haughwood” and “11 shillings for dinner at the receiving of the money - & drink”.

Haugh Wood was also evidently a good place for poaching in the 18th century as the following notice appeared in the Hereford Journal 28th January 1773:   “Several persons have of late made a practice of shooting within the manor of Fownhope, more particularly within a wood called Haugh Wood...I have therefore ordered my gamekeeper to keep steel traps constantly in said wood. If anyone will give information...3 guineas reward from W. Cope Gregory, Woolhope”.

Haugh Wood emerges from the archives as a well controlled classic coppice woodland with scattered standards worked on a 20 year cycle of annual fellings from which cordwood and bark were sold on for the charcoal-iron, leather and dye industries, while local domestic users of wood rented many tiny pieces of short rotation coppice. Attention to fencing and concern over poaching implies there was little grazing pressure on coppice re-growth. 

This is a busy, productive and open structured wood with an ever shifting mosaic of different age classes as woodmen worked their way around the coppice coupes against a back drop of maturing Oak and Ash timber stands to the east with the Wye glimmering to the west.

1.4 
From Victorian Period to the 1920’s

The 1840’s tithe surveys and maps for Fownhope, Mordiford and Woolhope delineate almost exactly the boundaries and area of the present day Haugh Wood, most of which (309 out of the 346 hectares ) lies in Fownhope Parish, see Figure 2. The main block (270 out of 309 hectares) of the Fownhope part was owned by William Pendarves Stackhouse Esq., William Pope Gregory’s great nephew and accords with the 1790’s coppice map of the workbook..  Rudge Wood, excluded from the 1790’s map as it was part of the Dean and Chapter’s Manor of Woolhope, was now in Stackhouse’s ownership so had evidently been purchased from the Dean & Chapter during the previous 45 years. The other 39 hectares of Haugh Wood in Fownhope was owned by six others in various compartments scattered about the Western parts of Haugh Wood, of which some 22 hectares was part of the Sufton Estate. In Mordiford, NW of the Pentaloe brook, Bears,Timbridge and the detached Limbries woods, together about 34 hectares, was also part of the Sufton Estate.

Edward & Thomas Pendarves Stackhouse, the two sons of John Stachhouse, both died without heirs, leaving the estate to be split between their surviving sisters Catherine Holt and Anne Gregory Coleman and the three daughters of the latter. In 1881, the estate was sold, at which time it extended into parts of How Caple and Sollers Hope and totalled 1815 acres. Almost all of Haugh Wood up to the Pentaloe brook was part of the estate: some 718 acres and valued before the sale at £545. Its description in the sale details hints that the wood was then under less than optimally productive management while emphasising its excellence as game habitat 

“The principal wood or ancient forest, called Haughwood, formerly the property of the Earl of Essex is a thriving, productive and easily marketable wood, valuable, even in its present condition, as a stored coppice, but its capabilities as a game preserve cannot be well overstated. It may, with judicious management, be made one of the best and most exclusive preserves in the county, whilst the cost of keeping up the boundary fences is trifling, as only a small proportion of the fences belong to them.”
 

The North-western third of Haugh Wood was bought by the neighbouring Sufton Court, but the remaining two thirds was retained by Mary Ann Wood, Anne Gregory Coleman’s daughter and beneficiary of the 1881 sale. 

The wildlife richness of Haugh Wood impressed Herefordshire’s Victorian naturalists. In 1846 Mr. R.M. Lingwood records a pair of breeding Hobby’s
 and in 1852 Dr. Bull gave an account of a botanical outing by the Woolhope Club:

“After crossing the Pentaloe Brook they found Aqueligia vulgaris, Viburnum Lantana, Viola Hirta (in seed), Habenaria chlorantha 
 and occasional trees of Pyrus torminalis
...the Epipactis ensifolia 
 grows freely amongst the underwood on the Caradoc Sandstone ...upwards of 30 plants were observed in 1851 all growing on the right hand side of the high road leading to Woolhope, just below the brow of the hill in the Haugh Wood. The locality is about 50 yards in length and does not extend above ten or twelve yards into the woods.  June 9th 1852. The plants still more numerous this year, and a little more spread out; nearly 300 were in flower, and two or three were observed on the left-hand side of the road”
. 

Dr. Bull continues with an observation of the working woodlands of the Woolhope district at this time:  

“The general botanical character of the district is wooded, the slopes and ridges being covered with underwood, consisting for the most part of Oak, ash, hazel, dogwood, meal-trees
, elder, blackthorn, hawthorn etc, cut at regular intervals for poles, firewood etc.” 

An outing in June 1857 recorded: “At this point [in Dormington Woods] several parties of botanists started for the exploration of the neighbouring parts of Haugh Wood, Checkley valley, the course of the Pentaloe brook etc. One of these parties found the Lily of the Valley, Convallaria majalis in all its beauty and fragrance, rather plentiful in the Checkley valley”
. [Latter refers to the upper Pentaloe valley]

The habitat diversity of the wood was indicated in 1887 by the “.. capture of Pachycnemia hippocastanaria [the Horse Chestnut moth] at Haughwood, which is remarkable, as it frequents heath, of which there is so little in the county.”
 

2. Haugh Wood in 20th century

2.1 The first two decades

The Victoria County History of Herefordshire published in 1908 includes more botanical and entomological records for Haugh Wood. Its review of the botany of the county by the Rev Ley states “Several rare helleborines are found ; the white and the marsh helleborine (Cephalanthera ensifolia and palustris) in the Haugh Wood”. Apart from this record little documentary evidence has so far been found for the period between the late Victorian and end of WWI (1857 to 1923), although the remembrances of retired foresters combined with some 1930’s Sufton Estate records show that productive coppice with standards must have continued in at least part of the wood throughout this period.

One of the very few early 20th century references to Haugh Wood is a mention of its Sphagnum bogs in 1918: “These mosses (Sphagna) since they flourish only in bogs and springs and wet moorland, are naturally scarce in this county as a whole...Still, we have some of these plants in our lowland districts and no less than 4 distinct species occur in Haugh Wood...But one must know that large wood fairly well before being able to find its Sphagna!”
. Two areas of Sphagnum peat bog still survive among the plantations in compartments 4424d and 4413a.

2.2 Acquisition by the Forestry Commission and the first plantations

In October 1925 the Forestry Commission augmented its Dean portfolio by purchasing a number of private woodlands including 234 hectares of Haugh Wood, 66% of its present holding, from Mrs L.C. Wood Acton, the widow of Augustus Wood Acton the second son of Mary Ann Wood and grandson of Anne Gregory Coleman. This two thirds of the wood comprised all of the southern sectors (except the SW compartments 4423 & 4436) and the NE sector defined by a NS line along the western edges of compartments 4417, 4416 and sub-compartment 4420b. An early 1930’s Commission map, annotated to show some of the early planting plans, is reproduced in Figure 3.  The western remainder of the wood formed part of the Sufton Estate until its sale to the Commission in the early 1950’s. Haugh Wood is now administratively part of the Forest of Dean. 

Between 1926 and 1936 most of the newly acquired Haugh Wood was felled and planted with Larch; followed by Beech, Douglas Fir and Oak in order of extent. A lattice of belts of the original woodland were left between these coupes as shelter which are now a prominent feature of the wood. The Commission kept a number of Oak compartments: 4432a, 4431c, 4433d and 4407 which remain Oak to this day. The SW compartments 4434 and 4435 remained as overstood coppice with standards until clear felled in 1946.

2.3 State forestry policy and its effects on native woodland 

The dramatic changes which have occurred in Haugh Wood since 1923 were part of a centrally organised policy to impose a particular system of silviculture throughout the UK whose effect has been to radically change most sizeable native woodlands in Britain. The Forestry Commission had been established by Parliament in 1919
 to build up the home grown timber stock after the depletions of the Great War. Concern that Britain would face a future strategic shortage of timber could not be quantified since there were no statistics available to the Lloyd George Government regarding national woodland utilisation, wood and timber volumes or increment. Only woodland area was available in the form of the Board of Agriculture’s figures for 1913-14 from questionnaires to land owners but woodland classified merely as ‘coppice’ or ‘other’ while scrub or felled woodland was usually not recorded. 

Emerging from the wartime stringencies Government was nonetheless persuaded by a small Parliamentary forestry sub-committee to commit resources to a rapid expansion of forest are. With a budget of £3.5 million, ‘useless’ land was acquired for creating ‘modern’ plantations of fast growing conifers. In 1923 some 121,000 acres of former royal woodlands including many of the UK’s finest ancient woodlands were transferred from the Crown Commissioners to the newly created Forestry Commission by Act of Parliament
 and these included the Forest of Dean and Dymock Woods.

The new Commission regarded native woodland like Haugh Wood as similar to the hills and uplands, namely ‘waste and unproductive’ land and was still describing them in the 1960’s as “the enormous acreage of grossly under-stocked, unproductive, scrub and outmoded coppice woodlands”
. The Commission was so convinced of the uselessness of native woodlands that they did not feel the need to distinguish between new planting and restocking in existing woods when compiling national ‘afforestation’ statistics
 between the wars as well as after. Their reaction to the centuries old natural regrowth of native woodland heralding the start of new stand of hardwood was less than positive. Woods which had been felled during the way were “waste or nearly waste land”.  The Commission came to regard natural regeneration almost as a national menace and used part of its Treasury allocation to introduce a “scrub-clearance” grant for private woodlands in 1954 “aimed at removal of the re-growth, particularly that resulting from the wartime fellings, which was by then often developing into impenetrable jungles”. 27
This attitude also prevailed in the influential 1947 post war Reconstruction and Planning Survey for Herefordshire which stated that :

“About one-half of the woodlands [of Herefordshire] fell into the categories of  ‘Coppice’ or ‘Coppice with Standards’. Woodlands of this category make but a limited contribution to the county’s economy….A quarter of the woodland area is useless from an economic point of view, for it consists of cut-over land (dating from the fellings of the 1914-18 war) which has been allowed to degenerate into a wilderness of bramble, elder and other useless growth…”

2.4 
End of the coppice era 

Meanwhile the NW sector of Haugh Wood, mostly in Mordiford and still owned by the Sufton Estate
, remained in active commercial coppice management. For example an auction of “coppicing and pit wood” was held at the Moon Inn, Mordiford on the 8th November 1935 for 40 acres of coppice in Haugh Wood separated into 13 lots ranging in size from 1 acre to 6 acres. 19 of the coppice acres were in Bears Wood north of the Pentaloe brook. Conditions attached to the coppice contracts drawn up by Estate included the stipulation that:

“That Underwood shall be axe-falled in a good and workmanlike manner, and any Cordwood intended to be burnt for Charcoal shall be removed to such place or places, and the turf for charking the same shall be got from such land as shall be appointed by the Vendor.” 

Another clause states that 

“no Horse. Mule or Ass shall after the first day of May next be taken into the said coppices at any time unless muzzled”
.

Those parts of Haugh Wood outside Commission ownership continued up to the 1950’s to be worked by local traditional woodmanship supplying a range of products from hop poles to tanning bark to a variety of far flung industries from Yorkshire to South Wales. 

Elsewhere in Haugh Wood the Commission’s first new plantations were having to compete with the ubiquitous natural re-growth of the felled woodland which for centuries past had heralded the start of the new hardwood growth cycle. 

The Commission soon found itself having to employ many woodmen just to cut back and suppress the coppice re-growth in order to favour its new plantations many of which turned out to be of poor growth rate and quality. This deployment of manpower coincided with the start of a 60 year war of attrition against Haugh Wood whose powers of recovery have only recently become weakened. The outbreak of WWII interrupted the establishment and protection of the plantations and allowed the planted areas of Haugh Wood to regenerate almost unhindered, the Forestry Commission retaining only a few men for maintenance. As one woodman who started work in 1946 related ‘There was a wall of the stuff in front of you, oak, ash, birch with a team of 6 - 8 woodsmen equipped with slashers you seemed to make little head way for each days hard work.’ 

Section 4 below gives some personal accounts of this work. 

From 1943 or 44, the Ministry of Supply started felling the SW part of wood, what is now compartments 4434 and 4435, that had remained semi-natural coppice and singled stems, stored from pre WW I coupes. Remembered as ‘nice’ Oak and Ash, up to 18” diameter, although much of it was smaller, it was axe felled, horse tushed and sawn by the Forestry Section of the women’s land army into lengths for pit props for the South Wales mines. The felling was in still in progress at the time of the RAF aerial survey photograph of 11th of July 1946 (Figure 4) which also clearly records the lines of stems and lop & top waiting to be hauled off. The felled coupe was planted with Larch and Beech
, the Larch being a trial of provinances and the remains of a board detailing the species planted still survives amid the current vegetation (1999). The stands performed poorly on the thin soils of this dry south facing part of the wood, achieving a yield class little better from the native broadleaves they replaced. Described as ‘moribund’ by the Commission prior to their felling in the 1980’s much of the semi-natural woodland had survived within the stands and these compartments are now the focus of efforts to restore the woodland and its lepidoptera. 

Wild Aquilegia Aquilegia vulgaris, which remains a delightful component of this part of Haugh Wood, was recorded in 1948 for the botany section of the Woolhope Club
.   

The Sufton Estate compartments, the last parts of Haugh Wood to remain as traditional woodland, were sold in the mid 1950’s to the Forestry Commission who started converting them to conifer blocks in late 1950’s and early 1960’s. This last portion of Haugh Wood to fall to the Commission was part of the final phase of the national acquisition of native woodland whose conversion to conifer plantation was described with satisfaction in 1969 by the Commission’s Deputy General “between  1951 and 1960 no less than 32,500 acres of  such [devastated and scrub woods] scrublands were acquired, cleared and replanted”
. Bear and Timbridge woods to the north of the Pentaloe valley being less accessible and having retained more standards were spared and remain semi-natural high forest today. 

In many compartments the Larch was felled in two staggered 5 year stages (1967 and 1972) involving alternate strips as a sheltering experiment. This would have had the effect of prolonging early regeneration phases and the fauna which depend upon them. An aerial photograph of 1969 (figure 5) shows these strips in some detail including the some the Larch which was left to grow on.

2.5 
The ecology and forestry of developing plantations 1960 – 1980  

The systematic study of Haugh Wood’s butterfly and moths species was started by Dr. Micheal Harper in the late 1960’s and by the 1980’s 700 species, some local and rare, many specific to ancient coppice woodland, had been recorded and described. Throughout the 1960’s and early 1970’s, before the current coniferous plantations had grown up to cast their shade, the conditions in these newly planted areas of Haugh Wood would have been similar to the early years of a classic coppice cycle. 

This pattern had been repeated throughout FC woodland in southern Britain where the 1950’s and 1960’s saw extensive clear felling of stands and the creation of 1000’s of acres of open regenerating habitat. By contrast during this time many broadleaved woodlands ‘protected’ by Conservation Bodies’ ownership or Local Authority felling restrictions suffered lack of management due to a misunderstanding of woodland history, dislike of felling trees and lack of resources. This resulted in the decline of open habitat and regeneration areas in NGO owned as well as private sector native woodland. Throughout the 1970’s populations of coppice butterflies and moths were far higher in ‘coniferized’ FC woodlands much to the embarrassment of conservation bodies and the Nature Conservancy Council (NCC).

So it was in Haugh Wood, where repeated cutting of natural regeneration by Commission staff trying to secure young plantations, maintained ecological continuity both in the second rotation plantings on the former Larch blocks and on the newly acquired semi-natural coppice with standards of the former Sufton Estate compartments. These latter stands comprised compartments mostly in the NW sector and had been rather denuded of merchantable timber. They were felled and replanted between 1958 - 1965 principally with Douglas Fir, Norway Spruce and Beech. 

Mr. Morley Penistan who was District Surveyor at the time ensured that each of the new plantation subcompartments of the former estate was surrounded by a belt of unfelled woodland for landscape and shelter. This ‘lattice remnant’ of the original Sufton compartments was more extensive than the few ‘oak belts’ retained during the 1930’s. These belts, clearly visible in the Ordnance Survey airphotos of the 1970s, are survivors of the original semi-natural stands although many are now attenuated and heavily shaded by the adjacent conifer crops. 

The compartments 4403, 4421e and 4404 which have deeper soils and slope down into the Pentaloe brook, have most of the semi-natural Lime in Haugh Wood and also the only area of wild Lily of the Valley
 and through which a large hairpin extraction ride was created to gain access to the plantations on the slopes, sacrificing some of Lime stands and Lily of the Valley areas in the process. 

In the late 1970’s and early 1980’s some of the Oaks both in belts and compartments were ring barked to favour the conifers. Almost every Oak in compartment 4417 was ring barked, although many have survived, but the barking of some of the belt Oaks of 4403e proved fatal and these now stand as dead hulks. The idea was to kill the oaks in situ without the damage to adjacent conifers that felling and extraction would entail.

2.6 
Culture clash: forestry orthodoxy versus conservation – the opening salvos

By the 1980’s many of the plantations of the 1960’s and 1970’s had grown up and concern was being expressed by conservation bodies about the effects on the native woodland habitat and species, especially butterflies and moths. In April 1981 Lt. Col. Ernle Gilbert the chairman of the Herefordshire and Radnorshire Nature Trust wrote to the Forestry Commission: 

“The Lepidoptera species list enclosed indicates the very great importance of the rides of the whole wood. The Trust and NCC are extremely concerned about the deterioration of suitable habitats which will inevitably result in the loss of large numbers of species”. 

The letter made a few suggestions for managing some of the rides including keeping a ‘deciduous fringe layer’ and conserving one small glade. The letter ends: 

“The future of Haugh Wood is in the balance and if the above proposals could be implemented it would be a great step towards the safeguarding of this important site”
.

The reply from the Commission’s District Forest Officer Mr. Joslin was less than sympathetic:

“I must say that I am most disappointed with your Trust’s letter which to be frank I find rather contradictory. I accept that the site is important but the presence of such a wide variety of Lepidopterous species can only mean that the past management over some 60 years has been beneficial, why is the future suddenly in the balance?” 

The request for a deciduous fringe layer was met with:

“With respect this is nonsense, the presence or absence of a shrub layer has no relation to whether the species is coniferous or broadleaved.”
The letter ends:

“While...I am very keen on conservation I have long felt that it is best served by a strict attention to fact and not to outdated prejudice.”

2.7 
‘Butterfly rides’ a marriage of convenience.

In 1983 Alan Stubbs, NCC’s chief entomologist, had produced a gloomy prognosis for Haugh Wood and requested urgent action. The accumulated data on lepidoptera was by now sufficiently impressive for the NCC to schedule the rides of Haugh Wood as a SSSI. Meanwhile, ecological research at Bernwood, Oxfordshire seemed to be showing that appropriate management of forest rides could sustain and even increase populations of woodland lepidoptera between blocks of maturing conifer crops on ancient woodland sites. These findings were seized upon by NCC and FC as a workable compromise: The Forestry Commission could carry on softwood production unhindered on ancient woodland sites provided rides, intersections and a few glades were kept clear of conifers and swiped regularly. 

The following year, 1984, Caroline Steele who had just finished studying butterfly ecology in Bernwood was invited by NCC and FC to review the management of Haugh Wood and make recommendations - these are contained in the ‘Steele Report’ of 1985
  

The Steele Report recommendations applied the ‘Bernwood model’ to Haugh Wood: ride widening, intersections and small coppice areas. The report did not question the continuing conversion of semi-natural stands to conifers and failed to take a strategic view of the woodland as a whole. The future growth of many of the then very young conifer stands was not considered and the report accepted FC’s disdain for coppice
. The report did however make one recommendation (yet to be acted upon) for block conversion from plantation: that one part of the young Western Red Cedar compartment 4428 be converted  to semi-natural broadleaves. The young conifers were at the time being overtaken by strong natural regeneration. 

The report also highlighted the conservation significance of the oak belt system making a number of recommendations accordingly.

In the same year, 1985, the Forestry Commission introduced the national Broadleaves Policy with a strong commitment to conserve ancient semi-natural woodland “these woods are irreplaceable and should not loose their natural characteristics”. The biodiversity potential of plantations on ancient woodland sites was also recognised: “some plantations on ancient woodland sites are mixed or wholly coniferous. Management should seek to conserve the broadleaves present and their associated flora and fauna...owners may choose to replace conifers by broadleaves, wholly or partly when the time comes for restocking....”.
 

As a result of the Steele report the ‘Haugh Wood Conservation Committee’ was formed with interested parties including representatives from the Herefordshire Nature Trust. Three small areas of coppice were established to be managed by volunteers and a few of the rides and intersections identified in the report started to be managed for conservation. Wild Service and Aspens were retained along certain rides and was Wych Elm, a few of which were also planted, to benefit the White Letter Hairsteak butterfly.

One of the coppice areas was a one hectare group of small coupes created out of  the 1946 experimental Larch plots in the entomologically and botanically rich south facing compartments 4434 and 4435. This Larch had been a disappointment to the Commission who described the stands as ‘moribund’ or of ‘modest form’. This poor growth had allowed considerable semi-natural woody understorey to survive under it, but by 1984 3.5 hectares (4435b) was newly planted up with Corsican Pine. 

2.8 
The blind committee and the coppice coupe that never was

By 1986 almost the last of the experimental but moribund Larch in this SW area was due to be felled and this time there was a major breakthrough when the Commission agreed that the whole compartment should revert to natural re-growth after felling. 

The warm sunlit SW facing compartment 4435a at nearly 4 hectares was to be the first significantly sized area to be allowed to re-coppice and it was to be a major boost to restoring the ecology of the wood. Agreement was duly minuted after the September 1986 meeting of the Haugh Wood Conservation Committee 
. 

The conversion to coppice never happened. In 1991 the entire compartment was swiped, sprayed and planted with Corsican Pine except for a 0.5 ha strip along the northern and eastern edges. No one from the Conservation Committee including the Herefordshire Nature Trust’s conservation officer seemed to notice or to care that the largest conservation area to be created had in fact been sprayed and coniferised! This planting went apparently unnoticed until English Nature (EN) commissioned a review of Haugh Wood, independent of this ‘conservation’ committee in 1995. The coppice re-growth within the Corsican Pine continued to be swiped and sprayed with herbicides into the late 1990’s.

Plantation by stealth is something of a Forestry Commission tradition. For example the first pre-WWII Wye Valley Tintern Forest working plan had included “hardwood and coppice working circles” but then Commission Director for Wales noted with approval “as time went on the need for the last named became obliterated and, whether on purpose or by inattention to the prescriptions, much of the hardwood circle became converted to conifers”. Likewise for another Crown woodland, Salcey Forest, the FC’s deputy Director General stated “Amenity wise and ecologically, the changeover from an oak-dominant structure to a softwood structure will be so gradual that it is likely to pass without adverse criticism”
.

The Haugh Wood Conservation Committee set up in 1985 was to prove ineffectual. It failed to monitor the management of Haugh Wood or acknowledge its continuing deterioration. The committee never noticed that 3 ha of Corsican Pine had been planted onto an agreed coppice area, nor did it review the Steele report recommendations.  Committee meetings became taken up with matters of detail within the existing small conservation areas so giving the impression to Commission managers that no problems existed in Haugh Wood. In 1994 the FC’s Regional Environment Manager, Mr. Leslie could state at a conference42  called to analyse the demise of coppice butterflies in Bernwood that ‘current ride management practices seemed to be working better at Haugh Wood’.

2.9
1990 – 1995.  The failure of ‘Butterfly rides’.

In 1989 the SSSI status for Haugh Wood was reviewed and extended to the whole of the Haugh Wood (excluding the detached Limbridge wood to the north). Yet management prescriptions agreed between FC and NCC continued to concentrate on the rides very much based upon the ‘Bernwood model’.
By the early 1990’s ecologists had realised that the ‘Bernwood model’ had been built on misinterpreted data
. The increases in butterfly numbers in the rides, much monitored by students from Oxford University’s biology department, were found to have been transient colonisations by populations forced out of nearby young conifer blocks as they grew into unsuitable habitat. All but one (Wood White) of the coppice butterflies in Bernwood are now (1999) extinct.

The ride management for conservation has remained insufficient over most of Haugh Wood. Rides continued to deteriorate, streams and wet areas became increasingly shaded out with the oak belts narrowing and losing their semi-natural character. About three quarters of the Steele recommendations were never carried out. The one recommendation in respect of a conifer block: that part of compartment 4428 be converted to broadleaves has not been taken up. On the contrary, under the then FC forest manager John Sivil, semi-natural broadleaves continued to be removed in favour of the Western Red Cedar in that compartment throughout 1995 and 1996, including a number of Oak standards which were promoted coppice remnants from the original stand and would have provided local seed sources for natural regeneration. 

By 1996 the areas of coppice or unplanted regeneration remained a tiny proportion of the woodland, barely 1%. One these areas of ‘coppice’ was in fact a broadleaved belt (between compartment 4404 and 4420) which was felled in 1993 leaving some standards, however none of the abutting conifer stands were felled back so there was no net increase in broadleaves. A combination of heavy shading and deer grazing severely limited the conservation potential of this linear ‘coppice’ area which is even now regenerating only weakly. 

A few new compartments of broadleaves have been planted on former conifer stands: 0.6 ha of Ash & Cherry in 4436c and 0.3 ha of Ash in 4419i, both in 1991. This planting of broadleaves is preferable to planting conifers but the compartments are not linked to high biodiversity areas and does not address the problem of the many hectares of surviving semi-natural broadleaves slowly deteriorating under conifer blocks throughout the wood. 

2.10
1995 – 1999.  New policies for restoration

In 1995 UK Biodiversity Action Plan was published including five action points for broadleaved woodland one of which was: “Restore selected ancient woodland sites that have been replanted by converting them back to semi-natural condition.”

In January 1996, Forest Enterprise (the newly renamed state arm of the Forestry Commission) was still determined to resist the removal of conifers from significant areas of the wood. In a letter to EN reminiscent of the Commission’s riposte to the Nature Trust 15 years earlier the District Forester Mr. Westlake fired off an indignant letter.

“what we are not committed to is the wholesale removal of all conifers from Haugh Wood to satisfy some doctrinaire ideology”
.

Nonetheless in May 1996 FE had drawn up its ‘Strategic Forest Design Plan’ for Haugh Wood SSSI which included the conversion of significant areas of conifer to open space and natural regeneration and further blocks to be converted to ‘broadleaf/conifer mixtures’. The commitment to replant many felled areas with conifers remained and Oak belts in conifer were to be ‘absorbed into the conifer crop’. The primary objectives in the conifer blocks was still ‘timber production’. The plan contained little detail, the management prescriptions for the whole wood occupied 4 ½ sides of A4.

Towards the end of 1996 some significant actions by FE had started including the felling for natural regeneration of the entire northern part of the south facing compartment 4435b which had been planted with Corsican Pine 12 years before

In autumn 1997 EN negotiated an 18 month ‘Interim Plan’ to cover detailed actions including further significant ride widening and partial block felling in some sensitive areas of the wood. In the Pentaloe Glen area almost the entire stand of conifers on its north west facing flanks, was felled and removed in 1998/9 while carefully leaving all broadleaved belts. Action has yet to be taken to protect the sphagnum bogs areas for the shade and transpiration of adjacent conifer stands. 

Update 2006. The Forestry Commission committed itself to the  complete restoration of this woodland as a traditional worked semi-natural ancient woodland by 2040. 
3. Economics - The cost of conifer plantations (2005).

Even with private sector costings most of the conifer stands in Haugh Wood will achieve an internal rate of return (IRR) on planting and establishment investment of less than 3% while producing softwood generally inferior to that which grows naturally in other temperate regions of the Northern Hemisphere. If the 60 year ‘war of attrition’ is costed in, Haugh Wood has been managed at a substantial loss to the tax payer. 

Exacerbated by the ‘Asian economic crisis’ the world softwood markets are [2000] awash with quality timber trying to find a market
. Average standing softwood timber prices received by Forest Enterprise have fallen from £15.80/cubic meter in 1989 to £13.35/cubic meter for 1998
 and were down to £10.32/cubic meter for summer 1999
. 

Nor is this a temporary blip according to a forecast of the UK softwood industry by analyst Jaakko Poyry which notes that some 60% of the UK conifer sawlog harvest will not meet construction grade leading to a potential conifer roundwood surplus of 2 million cubic meters by 2016. Much of the future commercial production of UK softwood is likely to be focussed in Scotland where economies of scale and proximity to saw mills and ports can offset inherently low quality. The report notes that “incremental domestic capacity producing construction lumber is estimated to be only marginally more competitive than the main alternative supply locations. (The impact of the strong currency in this comparison is counterbalanced to a large extent by the positive impact on investment costs consisting of imported sawmilling equipment.)”.

The report includes the following message for Forest Enterprise.

“The domestic sawmilling industry's growth prospects, in the light of prevailing whitewood market demand and cost trends, are diminishing. This in turn affects this sector's future ability to pay for raw material, which could reduce the future sawlog/pulpwood premium. This possibility has to be taken into account in determining Forest Enterprises future log production and marketing strategies as well as price expectations.”

On the other hand Oak, an object of Forestry Commission contempt for most of this century, is seeing something of a boom. Concern at the use of tropical hardwoods, the revival of interest in traditional timber framed and new milling equipment which can produce narrow flooring from small irregularly shaped stems are just some of reasons keeping Oak prices firm with even moderate stems commanding standing prices of £80/cubic meter. Even traditional cleft Oak for fence posts is beginning to find a market in conservation projects in preference to the ubiquitous tannalised round stakes.

The revival of interest in coppice systems and native woodlands generally is fuelling the market for traditional garden items like Hazel hurdle screens and rustic furniture. Charcoal from ‘sustainable’ coppice rotations and poor thinnings is being stocked by B&Q in preference to imported products made in dubious environmental and social conditions.

In France, Wild Service timber is much prized for musical instrument making, apparently commanding over £1,000/cubic meter for quality butts. Haugh Wood has thousands of Wild Service stools slowly dying under a blanket of poorly growing soft wood..

If the native broadleaves had been left and managed traditionally, the Haugh Wood could now be supplying valuable hardwood and coppice for these emerging markets. 

As an experiment, the Forestry Commission’s management of Haugh Wood has demonstrated the resilience of ancient semi-natural woodland but also that ultimately such woods can be severely damaged given enough effort and time. Promoting biodiversity, historical assets and traditional skills are now recognised as being as much part of the national interest as home grown softwood production. 

Forest Enterprise in partnership with other interested bodies and individuals now has the challenging task of restoring Haugh Wood to become one of the finest working ancient woodlands in the region. The phased and monitored recovery of Haugh Wood will be a valuable exercise in ecosystem recovery from which many lessons could be learnt and applied elsewhere.

4. The Woodmens’ Tales. Some oral history from Haugh Wood.

I am indebted to Dennis Evans and Joe Weaver for their patience, time and hospitality in agreeing to talk to me about their work in the woods and to answer various daft questions from me. The following is derived from our discussions during 1998 and 1999:

Buyers of coppice and timber from Haugh Wood in the 20’s and 30’s were mostly local coppice workers and timber dealers, a number of whose descendants worked for the FC in Haugh Wood and remain active today in the local timber business. It is their kind co-operation and patience in telling their experiences of work in the wood that has allows this section to be written. 


Between the wars much of the wood traded out of Haugh Wood was bought by Staffordshire potteries industries for packing and transporting
.  Butts from smaller standards, less than 10” diameter and called ‘headings’, were cleaved for create making. Butts between 10”-14” diameter went to the Wales & Forest of dean collieries up to 1952 via Holme Lacy Station (Closed 1959). The first attempt in Haugh Wood’s long history to establish modern plantations was the responsibility the first FC Forest manager Mr. Jock Ingals who oversaw the extensive plantings of Larch and Beech and retained the Oak Belts from the original wood to shelter the young plantations whose remnants are a prominent feature of the wood today. 

Lack of labour during the war meant that Haugh Wood had been largely unmanaged from 1939. By the end the war Haugh Wood’s thriving coppice re-growth was swamping the Larch planted in the 1930’s. Felling the wood’s natural re-growth to favour the pre-war Larch plantation was a massive task and the main job after the war. ‘There was a wall of the stuff in front of you, oak, ash, birch’ said one of the woodmen ‘with a team of 6 - 8 woodsmen equipped with slashers you seemed to make little head way for each days hard work.’ Not only that but the Larch was very prone to be strangled by the abundant honeysuckle which is also known traditionally in some parts as ‘woodbine’.

The impression of the wood was of a vast trackless thicket; there were no roads, only a few paths between compartments which had been narrowed by the re-growth of adjacent coppice stands. The RAF aerial photos at Haugh Wood in 1946 confirm this description as they show a virtually featureless canopy between the Oak belts: the young crowns of natural re-growth and planted trees alike being below the resolution limit of the aircraft’s camera.

After any timber extraction work, the rides deteriorated quickly and were sometimes ‘atrocious’ and working conditions could at times be ‘treacherous’. Most of the work was with horses, but the gang had one tractor which used a very long winch to extract timber any distance into the wood, a job which could be fairly dangerous in the difficult conditions.  Such conditions at this time were not helped by the extremely severe winter of 1947 which was followed by long wet spring and gales of 1948.


The natural re-growth was not wasted. One immediate use was to surface the main rides, the main one, from  Broadmoor Common to ‘Dingle Bridge Road’ was laid end to end with poles. It was not until 1950 that the first rides were metalled considerably improving the access and working conditions. Many 100’s of bundles of poles were sold as faggots and bean poles.


At this time Haugh Wood was a very isolated place to work; foresters never saw anyone apart from their fellows from one year to the next. Meeting someone just walking through the wood was like ‘Dr. Livingstone meeting Stanley’. The forestry gangs included a number of Latvian and Polish refugees who were billeted in the camp set up for them on the Foxley estate - good, hard workers they were.


The value of the Oak belts for shelter was demonstrated by a serious wind fall which destroyed parts of the first DF plantation established in 1927 in compartment 4416 in the north of wood. In the winter of 1947 it was decided to heavily thin the Oak belt which runs north-south and separates this compartment from 4420 to the east. This was about the only accessible timber in the wood at that time. The following spring a strong westerly gales whirled its way through the diminished belt and ripped a swathe of destruction throughout the DF stand 

(the remaining Oaks remained unaffected) and leaving a tricky extraction job clearing the scattered stems.


In 1947/8 the southern compartments 4434 & 4435 which had remained as coppice with standards started to be felled and cleared in preparation for an experimental planting of different provinences of Larch and other species. The remains of a board detailing the species planted still survives amid the current vegetation. The felled timber was believed to be mostly Oak from the turn of the century, much it sold as mining timber - pit props and the like. The clearance and the rows of timber or lop and top are clearly visible in an RAF aerial photograph taken on the 11th of July 1946 and reproduced in figure 6. 

When this Larch was felled in the 1970’s/80’s much of it was described as ‘moribund’. 


The last occasion when bark was worked in Haugh Wood was in the spring of 1950 when one of the older woodmen Albert ‘Cutter’ Davies barked about 150-200 Oaks in compartment 4429 using his old barking tools. The trees were ring barked by axe at the base and then at 4 foot up followed by a vertical cut between the two. The bark strips were then prized off and stacked to dry with their ends propped up against a pole held horizontal off the ground by two Y shaped twigs driven into the ground. They were turned every 2 or 3 times a week. 


During the 1950’s a fair amount of Hazel bundles were sold by the Commission. The area  next to the ‘the Milestone’ [in compartment 4428] was particularly good for hazel coppice which would be cut and the rods bundled and tied around in the traditional manner with ‘withs’. At about this time Forestry Commission conducted a national review
 of the hazel underwood industry, its markets, employment and coppice yields which showed how productive the industry was but pointing to  “the inability of the industry to meet the demand for hazel garden screens” due to skills shortage. FC were not convinced of the long term prospects for coppice markets and considered it “normal practice” to replace hazel coppice with high forest on its own land, although it acknowledged “The cost of establishing another species in place of hazel coppice is high”.


The cleaning of the NS plantations in the areas acquired from the Sutton estate (up from the Pentaloe, compartments 4403, 4404 and 4421) was very time consuming. Described in part as ‘scrub’ in the FC compartment map of 1963 the ‘weeding’ of the coppice re-growth with sickles took ‘months and months’ and went on for 4 years. In Kidley wood (compartment 4422) the complex system of ‘quincunces’
 was tried involving the planting of square blocks of Beech within a matrix of lines of DF. The woodmen remember a Scots forester named McIver who was a stickler for accuracy - every plot had to be measured out with a tape and inspected, the whole planting took ages!


One summer job was the clearing of bracken which presented a fire hazard to the resinous young conifers - it could take up to six weeks to finish the job by hand.


During the 1950’s the FC was concerned about bark beetle Hylopeus abietus which attacked the bark of a number conifers especially Larch and DF. The young trees of new conifer plantations in Haugh Wood were regularly sprayed with DDT until its used was discontinued by 1960. Haugh Wood did not escape the FC’s enthusiasm for another chlorinated hydrocarbon compound, the broadleaved herbicide 2,4,5-T which was taken round the wood in 45 gallon drums mixed with diesel and sprayed in young conifers compartments to kill off the surrounding vigorous natural re-growth. This practice occurred in the wood throughout the 1960’s. Paraquat was also used on occasions. 


The Larch plantations established in the 1930’s in compartments 4414 & 4417 (called ‘Parkers fall’) were felled in two stages, 1967 and 1973, in alternate strips about 20 meters wide as a shelter experiment for the next planting attempt of Scots Pine which is the current crop. The RAF Air photo  taken in the summer of 1969 (See figure 7) clearly shows this system with a number of the Larches and original Oaks retained in the cleared strips (some still remain).
Being on the plateau at the top of wood these compartments are naturally poorly drained with a layer of clay near the surface. The Larch had not done well and was suffering from canker. Despite the years of effort trying to fell and control the natural coppice and undergrowth they continued to thrive in these Larch stands which made cleaning and marking the stand for felling a time consuming job.


Much effort went into cutting drains (by hand) throughout these and other stands to improve conditions for the plantations. The complex geology of the wood with its thin but heavy soils and curious topography meant that the effect on the water table was variable. Much of the wood ‘was notoriously difficult to drain’. The idea of using Scots Pine was apparently that its tap root would in time ‘pierce’ the top thin clay layer, but the stands remain mediocre to this day growing no faster than native broadleaves would have done.


It is not known how the FC decided on their plantation species or silvicultural systems. The reasons given for the FC dislike of Oak at the time was not so much its slow growth but that it was heavy, difficult to handle and to machine and was resistant to preservatives. 


During the 1950’s the FC developed the idea of encouraging the UK to become more self sufficient in softwood products and saw itself as championing a thriving domestic softwood industry. This included the pulp industry which consumed thinnings and poor conifer stands. Bowaters took an interest in the Haugh Wood conifer stands and came to take samples. 


Some the FC managers were generally considered by their workforce to be ‘not practical men’, for example, their plans for underplanting, which was much in vogue in the 1970’s, were greeted with some reservations by forestry workers who had to implement them and harvest the results. A number of underplanting experiments were undertaken in the 1960s and 1970s but later felling of the overstorey created havoc. For example, in compartment 4409b in the NE sector NS had been planted under Larch and Oak. After the stand was select felled and the timber dragged out woodmen spent many days repairing the damage to the young conifer stand removing brash and re-staking the flattened young conifers where they could. 


One of the retired foresters gave the opinion that if the FC had managed the wood as native hardwood from the start it would have been just as good a job and they would now have some valuable timber.


The woodmen still use some of the old compartment names such as Mangerdine, Cat’s Tails and Dingle Bridge. A linguistic continuity among woodmen that probably predates their appearance in the 1790 coppice accounts by many centuries.


The wildlife of the wood made a strong impression on many of the woodmen and was part of their every day experience. Adders were frequent in the early days after the war and were killed whenever possible. Dr Walker and Dr Miles pioneers of the Herefordshire Nature Trust are remembered as they captured adders to extract serum. Needing sunny basking places adders became scarce with the closure of the plantations. Dormice were common, their nests were frequently encountered when clearing understorey. In the 1940’s and 50’s there was an abundance of Tree Pipits (‘Wood Larks’), forestry workers remember that they used to fly down trilling from higher trees next to young compartments, but their number declined as the stands developed.  The wildlife benefits of early regeneration stages is remember by one retired forest workers in the number of Grasshopper Warblers which were ‘delightful to hear’ during the summers immediately following the fellings of Larch in ‘Parkers Fall’ (4414 and 4417, just north of the car park). Sparrows hawks and green woodpeckers are remembered specially the scream of the former when being attacked by the latter. Also noted was the winter presence of cross bills amongst the old larch stands. 

Notes of an interview with Bill Evans 1st Nov 1999

Worked in Haugh Wood as a boy of 15/16 during WWII. Elder brother of forestry worker Dennis Evans (see above).

Bill’s grandfather (mother’s side) had 13 children and died in 1952 aged 85, starting from humble beginnings had managed to buy Broadmoor Farm for £400 just prior to WWI, a holding which included St Ann’s Well, Leys Farm, Welcheston as well as Seige & Mobberley woods. Had interests in many woods around and acted as gaffer for woodmen gangs. Was also the local policeman. He would blow a horn every morning to assemble the bark stripping gangs – woodmen lived in basic houses sometimes just shacks. 

Gypies on Broadmoor common, moved on within 24 hours.

As a boy Bill remembers helping his father measuring distances in woods with a chain, probably coppice coupes. He also helped his uncle Fred when he sold bundles of bean sticks (6d) and firewood/faggots (2d) in Hereford from a horse drawn dray. Would call in at an old boy with Elderberries. In the woods he would be stacking pea & bean sticks, stakes – they were tied into bundles with a Hazel tie. 

Grandmother and children gathered moss from in and around Haugh Wood, the dingle between Haugh Wood and Sharpnege being the favoured place. Moss was sold to market gardens and also as wreaths. Children would be at the table all night threading moss into the wreaths. It was an important supplementary income.

Most people in Woolhope worked to some extent in the woods. In the summer he remembers work sometimes continuing in the woods until midnight and hearing the striking of Fownhope Church clock. Although work was hard and long, he says that people didn’t have ‘the pressure’ on them like now. Everyone was equally poor and there was little competition being people. Village life was largely self sufficient and co-operative.

Weekends were a time for all the maintenance jobs – for example, Bill remembers the endless turning of the grindstone handle during all the tool sharpening (a large circular stone rotating on horizontal axis its lower half in a water bath), it was hard work and “you would pray for an end”. 

Keeping a saw sharp with properly aligned and angled teeth was very important to the woodmen and a specialist job for the ‘saw doctor’, Bill Taylor who covered the Woolhope/Fownhope area. Tool handles and shafts you made yourself, or got from the village wheelwright, Mr. Davies, who lived in what is now the last bungalow on the right before Haugh Wood from Broadmoor, and related to Albert ‘cutter’ Davies. The village butcher was Ted Powell, skilled in the art of salting – saltpetre was applied to the bones. Bill remembers the killing of the pig.

A major employer in the area was Capt. Harold Thomas of the Hyde Farm for whom half of Woolhope seemed to work in some capacity or extent.

Softwood or ‘pine’ was considered inferior for any use, ‘poverty stuff’, in comparison with Oak and Elm. A Pine coffin was a sign of having died a pauper.

In 1943 at the age of 14 Bill started worked as apprentice gardener at Wessington Court for £1/week. But then a contractor working for the Ministry of Supply wanted boys to work horses tushing out timber in the SW compartments of Haugh wood. Bill worked there for £2/week during 1944/45.   The actual felling was ongoing by the time he arrived, a couple of woodmen from Brockhampton using axes. The timber, mainly Oak, was not large, in the range of, say, ~8-16” diam. by the sound of it, although occasionally some bigger stuff, but certainly not mature. It was felled in rows on the hill side and dragged down to the headlands at the bottom fields. The lop and top was rowed in ‘trenches’ – visible in the RAF air photos.

20-30 girls from the women’s land army forestry division were driven in trucks every day to Haugh Wood. Armed with bush saws - they measured and cut the stems into 3,4 and 6 foot lengths for pit props to be used in the S. Wales mines. The timber size made the stems not fit for much else. It was not a particularly arduous job for these many women who needed only bush saws, “half a dozen locals could have done the job”. Some coarse language could emanate from them.  

There were also a number of German prisoners of war who used to come out to the wood. Not really supervised, they would disappear off to the far edge of the compartment where they produced baskets from withies which they boiled in a great drum – there seemed about 20 of them with their own hierarchy. 

Bill’s impression of this wartime forestry operation was of lots of people, little supervision, with a fair amount of milling around at times. Given the quality and size of timber involved it must have been a very expensive business, but all part of the general war effort. Ministry of Supply contracts were the saviour of the local timber industry.

The only mechanical aid was one crawler tractor. Otherwise just axes, saws and horses. Bill and a chap called Don Ballis were responsible for 4 horses, the work could be tricky, for example steering the horse and its timber load around stubs, also chains broke and horse shoes came off. A job for the local blacksmith George Thompson. 

The quality of the horses Bill had to work with was variable, procured on the cheap at Welsh horse fairs. sometimes completely unbroken, one, a grey, was a ‘vicious brute’, nearly ‘brought about our demise’. Other contractors had their own horses, there were typically 5-6 working in the compartment. The horses never had any water or food in the wood (except some hay in winter) and were expected to work right through the day. They were pastured at Winslow Mill at night. 

The Forestry Commission meanwhile had their own gang of 3-4 men doing multifarious jobs in other parts of Haugh Wood under their forester Mr. Milne, an Irishman, who lived at Terrace Hall Farm.

In 1944/5 a twin engined Airspeed Oxford crashed near Rudge End quarry. Two crew managed to bail out with parachutes, but the pilot was killed.

Appendix 1

Names of compartments from the 1790’s and, where they can be identified, their approximate location in terms of modern compartment numbers (see figure 1):

	1790’s
	1990’s

	Pound Fall (Upper and Lower)
	4419, 4418

	Broadmore Fall (Upper and Lower)
	4411, 4410, 4413

	Dingle Bridge 
	4420b&c, 4416f, 4415

	Wilkins Leasow (Upper Part)
	4408

	You Tree Fall
	4427c

	Whitley Fall
	4435, 4434b

	Cat’s Tails
	4403b&c&e, 4421e

	Margerdine Fall
	4422a, 4421

	Bowley Gate Fall
	4403d&e, 4404, 4420a

	Morgan’s Fall
	4428a, 4429b

	Upper Fall (of Morgan’s?)
	4428b

	Kidley Coppice
	4422


Appendix 2

Transcript of:  “A Survey of the Boundaries of Haugh Wood” made on the 25th of August 1800 by EW Stackhouse, JP Stackhouse and William Nelmes woodman”. HRO AE38/1

“First point, Broadmoor gate:

Proceed a short way on the direct Hereford road, then turn to the left on the first private which is the boundary between Haughwood & Morgans Coppice till you pass a road (on the right leading to a fall of 3 acres) about 70 paces see on the left an ashine Tree growing close to an oak store pole, from which the boundary branches off to the left in a right angle down the hill by two crab trees terminating at the bottom with a crooked oak mantled with ivy - a small brook running down the dingle to the right here divides Haughwood from the property of the Dean & Chapter of Hereford - the latter liable to the fences - 

the boundary here takes a direction up hill & is skirted by an orchard, a hop-plantation & another orchard the property of Innes who is liable to keep up the fences - the wood here is flanked by Long Lands/ part of Scotland Farm, property of Mr. S. tenant to keep up the fences. N.B. there is a small coppice in these grounds, formerly a grove, of about half an acre distinct from Haugh Wood - at the corner is a gate with a public road leading to Fownhope, called by Nelmes Rudge End, in the map Hatherley Gate - a small cottage belonging to Mr. S. with a garden & orchard, flanked on one side by Mr. Slade’s wood, which runs up in tongue between small brook & Whitley Falls - Leading from Hatherley Gate is a public road**..[some text here crossed out].. Two gates in that public road to be kept by Mr. S.   N.B. where the road divides at the corner of Whitley Fall is a small angle of coppice belonging to Slade’s property taken in a strait line from the corner of the hedge on the left of the road to the opposite corner. Almost at the extremity of Whitley Fall at the bottom is a public road to Fownhope thro’ Mr. Lechmere’s property *see p 10 - At the lower corner of Wiley Fall a gate (called by Nelmes Hockley Gate) beyond which there is 3 perch of fence to be kept up by Mr. S. Here the wood takes a direction up hill and is flanked by an orchard the property of Mr. Cole - at the top the wood stretches to the left at a right angle up a steep pitch a foot path, no fence remaining - Mr. S supposed to be liable - at the top of the hill a short turn to the right - boundary, a line of stubbed oaks - a turn down the hill, boundary the same - cross a road by a large oak & up the opposite hill, boundary ditch, near the top a thorn with ivy - a little above a turn to the left, boundary a line of thorn trees cross an old road in the line of a large oak, near which another road      here the boundary takes a turn to the right - road the bound marks till you come to a large oak on the left - this & a line of oak trees in the same direction divide Mr. Poole’s coppice from Haughwood, at the extent of which the wood is divided in the same direction from Mr. Cole’s coppice by a bank till you come to CommonLane - Pass a cottage & orchard belonging to the poor of Fownhope & cross the Hereford road, where Mr. Barnes’s woods are divided on the left from Haughwood by a ditch & some oak stubs, till you come to some Inclosures, stretching to the right to the lower locked gate - the new road the boundary to the Pound, from the inner rail of which to a pollard oak near thro’ a coppice in the same direction, leaving some timber & trees on the left, the property of Mr. Barnes to the top of Cats Tails, where it turns to the left, stile marked by Pollard trees to a corner wch. leads down to Jacob’s Ladder, from which to the lower corner of the same field the fences are to be kept up by Mr. S from thence the wood runs downwards in an irregular line to the field at the bottom marked by Pollard oaks - Fence at the bottom to a maple tree at a corner just beyond Jacob’s Ladder belongs to Mr. L. - from thence to the corner to Mr. Cole - Brook the boundary, beyond which near a cottage a small plot of coppice belonging to Haugh Wood - another cottage boundary a small rivulet & road leading to Bowley Gate - no public road - Turn to the right at the corner of the field the wood makes another turn to the right & is divided from a coppice belonging to Joan’s Hill Farm by a hedge - Pass some inclosures to a gate leading from the farm to Hereford - Fences Mr. Howells - farther on another Gate & road leading to Ross - turn down hill, at the bottom of the field the wood branches to the right, adjoining to wch below a coppice of about an acre belonging to Mr. Woodhouse, fences his - The next boundary Wilkins’s Leasowes - the fences belonging to Mr. Howells - Burnt House Grounds Mr. Hereford - fences Mr. H - Sharpnage meadow fences Mr. S 

Up the hill by Sharpnage Wood fences Mr. Pritchard - skirting the Common to Broadmore gate.

NB The whole of the fences to which Mr. Stackhouse is liable are as follow - 


Sharpnage Meadow


The upper & lower fence of Kidley’s Coppice - &


3 Roods near Wiley Gate - 

[Signed] Wm Nelmes, EW Stackhouse, JP Stackhouse.

* p4 This right was disputed by Mr. Lechmere abt. 4 years ago, & Mr. Gregory did not support his claim

**p3 Leading from the Hatherley gate is a public Road by Slades Cottage & along Whitley Fall & Oakley Gate.”

“the road below runs the boundary (abt. 30 yds) the angle between that & the road belongs to Slade. Where the road comes out on a piece of Common, the wood stretches to the right, marked by pollard oaks along the top of a field”

� I am indebted to Sue Hubbard of the Hereford Records Office for telling me of its existence.


� Land use in Woolhope is referred to thus in Domesday (Alecto Edition) “In Woolhope are 16 hides paying geld....woodland 3 furlongs long and 1 furlong wide.....” The extent mentioned represents about 10 hectares if ‘furlong’ is the same as traditional usage = 1/8 mile.


� Close Rolls of Henry III, 1234-1237.


� In  1221, Roger de Chandos was granted a license from Henry III to hold a fair in Fownhope (See: A History of the Manors and Mansions of Herefordshire by the Rev.  Charles Robinson 1873).


� PRO E318/15/712


� “One close containing one and a half acres betwext Haugh Wood in the tenure of William Prior on the west side and the freeland of William Prior on the east...


One wood of gret trees called Le Ridge containing by estimation ten acres betwext Haughe Wood and certen lands of  William Ravenhills on the west and the freeland of  Richard Winter and William Ravenhill on the east..”.


Folios. 36 to 65 in book 3A XIX - Terrier of Canon Pyon & Woolhope.. MS undated but compiled between 1569-1576.


� British Library Add 11054 p149


� HRO AB47/1/20


� HRO AE38/1


� Assuming a standard cord of 4x4x8 foot with 62.5% solid wood in the stack


� Volume under bark removed and assuming 4% area covered by standards.


� The Seventeenth Century Iron Forge at Carey Mill. by Elizabeth Taylor. Transactions of the Woolhope Naturalists Field Club Volume XLV 1986.


� A ‘Lug’ along with a ‘Breadth’ was a measure of wood area apparently peculiar to Herefordshire and equal to 7 yards square (i.e. 49 square yards, almost exactly one hundred part of a statute acre), 20 Lugs=1 Breadth, 8 Breadths=1 Wood Acre which = 1.62 statute acres.


� Kidley’s coppice is the tongue of Haugh Wood that sticks out at the extreme West towards Mordiford. Compartment 4422a


� HRO AB47/1/24


� Transactions of the Woolhope Naturalists Field Club 1852-1865


� Early name for Platanthera chlorantha, the Butterfly Orchid


� Sorbus torminalis, the Wild Service Tree.


� This is either the White Helleborine Cephalanthera damasonium (Mill.) Druce or the Long-leaved Helleborine C. longifolia (L.) Fritsch.:  


Purchas’s preliminary flora of Herefordshire in the Transactions of the Woolhope Naturalists Field Club 1866 records  “Cephalanthera ensifolia Rich.” from only two Herefordshire districts one of which is Woolhope/Fownhope. Cephalanthera ensifolia is the name given to the  White Helleborine in Leighton’s Flora of Shropshire 1841, which quotes a comment from the Worcestrshire botanist Edward Lees associating the plant with coppice woodland “Wyre forest most abundantly where a recent fall of wood has taken place or on the borders of old rides”. 


L. E. Whitehead’s ‘Plants of Herefordshire’ 1976 records C. damasonium and C. longifolia for the 10km square SO53 considering them both extinct from that square.


� Transactions of the Woolhope Naturalists Field Club 1852.


� ‘Mealy Guelder Rose’ is the name given to the Wayfaring Tree Viburnum lantana by Purchas and Lee in their “Flora of Herefordshire” 1889 and they give Haugh Wood as one its locations. 


� Transactions of the Woolhope Naturalists Field Club 1857.


� Transactions of the Woolhope Naturalists Field Club 1887.


� Transactions of the Woolhope Naturalists Field Club 1918. Observations by the Rev. C. H. Binstead.


� In 1916 Prime Minister Asquith set up the Forestry Sub-Committee of the Ministry of Reconstruction under F. D. Acland whose terms of reference were ‘To consider and report upon the best means of conserving and developing the woodland and forestry resources of the United Kingdom, having regard to the experiences gained during the war’. The ‘Acland Report' recommended the afforestation of 1.77 million acres by 2000 by a Forestry Commission with powers of land acquisition and a budget for its first decade of £3.4 million.  The Forestry Act being this about received royal assent in August 1919. 


� Forestry (Transfer of Woods) Act 1923.  


� Forest Service The first 45 years of the Forestry Commission of Great Britain 1969 by Sir George Ryle CBE, Forestry Commission Director for Wales 1954 – 1958, Director for England 1958 – 1963 and Deputy Director General 1963 – 1965


� Appendix 1 Reference � NOTEREF _Ref456545429 \h ��27�


� A Planning Survey of Herefordshire 1947. Published by the West Midlands Group on Post-War Reconstruction and Planning.


� Sufton Estate part of Haugh Wood comprised Timbridge and Bears Wood to the Mordiford-Woolhope road to the south and the North South ride on the Eastern border of compartments 4418 and 4420 to the East.


� These sale details come from documents kindly supplied by Mr. Peter Green of Fownhope whose father Ben Green was a local timber contractor and faller who bought coppice and timber from the Sufton Estate and Haugh Wood.


� Larch was planted into compartments 4434b & c and 4435. Beech planted into 4434a & d and 4435c


� Reported in Haugh Wood by Major A.C. Wrath. TWNFC 1948, page 164.


� Forest Service (above). Sir G. Ryle 1969.


� Mr. D. Evans recalls Lily of the Valley along the western edge of Haugh Wood adjacent to Sharpnege - ie edges of compartments 4409 and 4411.


� Letter dated 3rd April 1981 from Lt. Col. E.R.F. Gilbert chairman of the Herefordshire and Radnorshire Nature Trust to Mr. A. Joslin, Principal Forest Officer Dean and Three Counties.


� Letter dated 11 May 1981 from A. Joslin Principal Forest officer Dean & Three Counties to Lt. Col. E.R.F. Gilbert chairman of the Herefordshire and Radnorshire Nature Trust.


� Report on Forestry Commission Management Proposals for Conservation of the lepidoptera Fauna. Caroline Steele Summer 1985


� P.29 section 4.2.4 “Coppice: Clearly coppicing is no longer a viable form of woodland  management”. Even with income from coppice products the report stated  “it would be insufficient to cover the costs of extraction. Hence any proposed coppicing would need to be justified in terms of the very considerable advantages likely to accrue to the wild life interest.”


� Guidelines for the Management of Broadleaved woodland Forestry Commission 1985.


� Minutes of the Haugh Wood Conservation Committee 24/9/86 item 4


“compartment 35a - 4 hectares of P47 Larch of modest form will be cleared in two stages 1990/2 and allowed to revert to natural broadleaves for coppicing purposes”


�See reference 26 above.


� The Bernwood butterfly decline was discussed at a seminar: Woodland Butterflies in Crisis. Report of the Bernwood Conference. FE S&W Regional Office. 23rd March 1994.


� Letter dated 26 January 1996 from District Forester, Environment, Mr. Westlake to English Nature.


� Forestry and British Timber April 98 article titled Industry takes strong pounding “Swedish prices per cubic meter delivered for sawn softwood…are currently £15 less than British mills need [to make a return]….There is a glut of softwood available across Europe at the moment”.


� Hansard. 22 Jul 1998 : Column: 556


� Timber Grower Summer 1999 “No sign yet of a price recovery”.


�  This was part of an extensive pattern of coppice utilisation by the china and potteries industry which consumed increasing quantities of wood as it expanded from the industrial revolution to its hey day in the late Victorian period. ‘Coppice Management in England 1750-1914’. by Dr. Ted Collins, Director of Agricultural History, Reading University presented at Woodland Crafts - Past and Present. A day seminar organised by the Folk Life Society, April 26th 1990. Museum of English Rural Life, Reading University.  Proceedings notes available from David Lovelace.


� Utilisation of Hazel Coppice. Forestry Commission No. 27.  HMSO  March 1956.


� Called quincunx because the 4 points of the square + the mid point form a diagonal square matrix which is the basis of the plantation. 
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