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The Herefordshire part of Queens wood (the main contiguous area) has the highest number (745) of recently recorded moth species of any woodland in the West Midlands. These include 3 UKBAP species (Drab Looper,  Barred Tooth Stripe, False Mocha), 12 nationally notable, 36 provisional UKBAP and 72 locally rare. There is a diversity of beetle species including glow worms. 





Dormice are found throughout the wood and a recent survey (September 2009) found 21 out 50 dormouse boxes occupied. 





Significant areas of conifer plantations have been removed and others heavily thinned to favour native broadleaves. FC have recently been awarded funds from the SITA Trust for improving Wood White habitat in FC Herefordshire woods.

















Enhance the biodiversity of the woodland, especially the moth and dormouse populations. 


Maintain public access throughout the wood and encourage appropriate recreation


Manage the woodland as a productive mixed age native ancient woodland using silviculture appropriate to its history and ecology.











Gradual conversion of the 20th century conifer plantations to native woodland by a combination of thinning conifers to favour native broadleaves and clear-felling conifers and restocking with native broadleaves.


Continue to work in partnership with local conservation bodies to manage and monitor high biodiversity areas of the wood.


Access extra resources by developing projects in partnership with other bodies to achieve biodiversity objectives.


Control deer populations which threaten woodland regeneration.
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511 hectare mixed conifer and broadleaved ancient woodland, partly (242 ha) in Herefordshire and partly (269 ha) in Gloucestershire managed by the Forestry Commission.  Part SSSI, Queens wood is a biodiversity hot spot due especially due to its lepidoptera and dormouse populations. It is also important as a public area of informal recreation.


Location: parishes of Upton Bishop, Linton and Oxenhall – Grid reference: SO 684 278


 














QUEENS WOOD, DYMOCK: moth paradise.


small scale coppice leads to  large scale restoration and biodiversity gains.
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In the medieval period Queens Wood was as much wood-pasture as woodland with tenants having grazing rights there in the 14th century. These rights had been extinguished by the 17th century when most of the wood was managed as coppice for charcoal supplying the iron furnace at Ellbridge.  Managed by the Foley iron master partnership  until well into the 18th century, a productive coppice cycle of between 12 and 16 years was maintained with felling coupe sizes of about 20 acres.  Large quantities of bark from oak coppice and standards were sold to tanneries during this time. Queens wood also supplied wood for barrels, laths, broomsticks, wood turners, chairs and hurdles. The adjacent Gloucester to Hereford Canal completed in 1841 helped to distribute woodland products from the wood. In 1924 when it was bought by the Crown to be managed by the FC, Queens Wood was still a traditionally worked coppice with standards woodland.  Between then and the 1960’s about the half the wood had been converted to plantation forestry.  In the 1960 the south eastern part of wood was bisected by the building of (what is now) the M50.  The 1985 Broadleaves Policy recognised that ancient woodland was special but conifers continued to be established on potential semi-natural areas in Queens Wood as late as 2002. This included a pearl bordered fritillary area planted with Corsican Pine in 1999 (the butterfly is now extinct in the wood). A combination of the 2006 Keepers in Time PAWS no-conifer restocking policy and the Corsican Pine disease red-band needle blight provides a basis for an accelerated programme of wholescale restoration  of Queens Wood. In 2007 an agreement between Butterfly Conservation and FC was signed whereby particular woods were identified important for Lepidoptera which included Queens Wood. 


In the early 1970’s the ecological importance of Queen’s wood was recognized by the naturalist Dr. Michael Harper (pictured above) who persuaded the FC to allow volunteer working parties from the Ledbury Naturalists club to clear conifers from a few very small areas. By the 1990’s six small areas of coppice had been established. Despite their size these areas were developing a remarkable diversity of lepidoptera and plant species. 


In recognition of this biodiversity along with recent changes in the remit of the FC itself, FC staff and contractors, in partnership with the Ledbury Naturalists, have restored significant areas of plantation contiguous with these original small coupes.  The original six ‘islands’ of coppice are now becoming a continuous and robust area of biodiverse managed woodland. As the remaining plantation compartments are converted to native broadleaves over the next decade or so, it is hoped that all of Queens Wood will be restored to something approaching its former glory. 

















Forestry Commission 


SITA Trust


Natural England�








lessons 


learnt

















background





   











partners						     funding





Forest Commission


Dr. Harper and the Ledbury Naturalists


Natural England

















A small number of dedicated volunteers inspired by one individual, working with little more than hand tools, over a 20 year period were able to rescue and restore the original ecology of one the largest  PAWS in the area.





Policy changes within the FC allowed some committed staff members to seize the potential of working with local people to achieve truly  spectacular restoration  results.





Dramatic results are often arise from the actions of just one or a few individuals either on their own or operating on their own initiative against the grain within an organisation.





 � HYPERLINK "http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england" �� 


Contact David Lovelace 01544318138 


Email:   david@tilia.org.uk 
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